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Dear Comrade, 

Centenary Year of International Women’s Day – 08.03.2010
We greet and congratulate all our Comrades, especially our women comrades on the occasion of the Centenary Year of the International Women’s Day.

It is a day of global celebration for women. 
It is a day to portray their power and position. 

It is a day to showcase their achievement in every field. 
It is a day to acknowledge their due role.

Despite suffering and discrimination she is the shining star of dignity and goodness. 

She had been suppressed by way of social, historical, economic bondages. 

She is reduced to the level of a slave or chattel, 

but the wonder is that she had never lost her innate glory and sense of fair play.

If only, the world endures today as a better place,

it is only because of the grace and merit of women. 

· She is the sustainer of human race

· She is the source of love and care. 

· She is a mother, sister, better-half and daughter.

· She is the teacher of values in the family. 

· She is the fine and the firm part of the human whole. 

· She makes man what he is. 

· She is the harbinger of better things in life. 
In all her avatar, she is the torch bearer of humanism. 

International Women’s Day is the story of ordinary women emerging as makers of history. The last century dawned with turbulence and expansion. And naturally in any earth shaking event like war, it is women who suffer the worst. Simultaneously there was awakening and awareness on the part of women. They felt the immense need for unity and assertion.

Trade Unions looked woman as a human being and relentlessly stood for her just place in the industry and society. It is the Trade Union world over that nurtured and protected women’s rights and stood for equality and dignity of women. In the cradle of Trade Unions, the rights of women grew into her distinct might. The trade unions in India too fought for her grievances and waged many battles for ridding the social taboos and cultural barricades so that she may also contribute her best just like men. 

It is freedom and democracy that have blown the fresh air in the garden of women. As long as woman holds her head high and enjoys the same breadth of freedom and choice as the men folk that society will last long and true peace and happiness will reign. It is the historical fact that whenever, women are equal partners in the economic production that era would be the golden era of the race. 

Education and self assertion that distinguished the women of the century. An educated and developed woman makes the family and the society more educated. If there is one percent growth in female secondary education, it results in a 0.3% growth in the economy. Her growth has got social connotation and national relevance.

History is abound with worthy examples that women would excel in any endeavour like the men folks. 

In the year 1909, the first National Women’s Day was observed across USA on 28th February in accordance with the declaration of the Socialist Party of America. It is socialism that sowed the seed of social liberation of women. In the year 1910, the Socialist International meeting in Copenhagen declared for ‘a Women’s Day’ for the women of the globe giving the day an international character. Yet no date was fixed to celebrate the day. 
A woman named Clara Zetkin, leader of the Women’s Office for the Socialist Democratic Party in Germany proposed the idea of an international women’s day to press for the demands of women. Following the decision at Copenhagen in 1911 International Women’s Day (IWD) was observed for the  first time in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland on 19th March. More than one million women in Europe thronged the rallies of IWD. 
In the year 1913 it was decided to hold International Women’s Day (IWD) on 8th March every year. Then onward it was a great march for all women. In this centenary year, we are proud that woman also stands on her own with her distinct identity.

Our Union is in the forefront in the empowerment of women. Our Union has given the best opportunity for our women comrades to play their due role in the trade union arena. We are one of the pioneers in forming the Women’s Council in every State so that our women find an organizational structure to discharge their role on their own. Our State Committees are taking lead role in channelizing the energy of the women employees on productive trade Union lines. 
Our Rules and Byelaws provide exclusive reservation for women in organizational positions. We are aware that these are stepping stones in the formative years and once women evolve themselves, they would stand on their own without any exclusive arrangement like this.

Today in Canara Bank 37% of the clerical employees are women. If Canara Bank has carved out a niche on its service portfolio, it is in a large measure the contribution of women comrades at the counters. Though they are reluctant to take up promotion due to domestic preoccupation, their ability and merit are no way lesser to anybody.

Comrades, women have come a long way, yet, the war is not won for them. Women are still beset with issues like discrimination on gender basis, impediments on account of cultural and religious rigidity, social hurdles and ignorance. She remains at the bottom of the social pyramid. Atrocities are heaped on her with impunity. 
Still, none can stop the march of the wheel of progress. In every field, academic, administration, entrepreneurial trade union etc., women become dominant which is a matter of pride and development. When a woman is developed, the globe develops with balance. This augurs well for the future. 

We have entered into a new millennium that witnesses a qualitative shift in the perception and attitude of both women and society. Today, the society is becoming increasingly receptive to give her the place which is surely due to her. Woman in no way is inferior to man in any aspect. The mother earth has endowed both women and men with equal capabilities and merits. Every year we witness the onward march of women in the trade union front too. It is a welcome sign that we shall further build on.
In celebrating the centenary of International Women’s Day AIBEA & AIBOA are conducting the 6th National Women’s Convention on 6 - 8 March 2010 at Bangalore. A large section of women employees and officers, significant contingent of women employees from our twin banners are participating in the Convention with fervor and enthusiasm. 

In our ensuing Conference, we intend to hold a National Convention for Women Comrades of our Bank and enable a large segment of Women employees to participate in the 23rd Conference of our Union at Kolkata.

We salute our women employees who are always in the forefront in loyalty to the Union, unassuming in commitment and active in participation in all our activities. We wish that they may further make their presence felt in organizational structure. To climb to this level, faith in the self and contribution by way of hard work are the things that matter. In the era of meritocracy the will and vibrancy are the ones that make the difference. We are sure our women colleagues would walk the extra mile to achieve this. 

The measure of civilization and betterment of any society is the way it treats its women. Mankind is at ease that women are coming of age and they are equal in all terms with the men. As long as the woman is free and developed, the society is heading for better days.

We request all our Branch Secretaries to conduct celebration of International Women’s Day in the Branch by taking along all the women comrades.
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With greetings

                                                                                                          (D.D.RUSTAGI)

 GENERAL SECRETARY
ALL INDIA BANK EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION
:
ZINDABAD

ALL INDIA BANK OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION
:
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We regret to inform the sudden and untimely demise of Com.S.Dhandapani, General Secretary of All India Canara Bank Jewel Appraisers’ Association on 04.03.2010 at Namakkal in a tragic road accident. We convey our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family and dip our banner in memory of the departed leader.
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